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It reads: “The threat is the same as you would encounter elsewhere, though you are much
more isolated, and more easily preyed upon.”

Crimes mentioned arc: murder, rape, robbery, assault, gang activity, crime among or
perpetuated by the homeless, thefl, & shooting guns in populated areas.

The Genesee Valley Greenway when originally proposed was to be a hiking and biking
trail. It’s use hag been extended to include such special interest groups as snowmobilers aid
hunters.

A multipurpose trail is inherently dmngeroﬁs - eventually it becomes necessary to police
these trails and that responsibility generally falls to the local communities.

Crime along the Burke-Gillman Trail near Seattle, Washington got so bad that King
County had to institute 24 hour bicycle patrols.

Crime also has a negative impact on property values: King County Assessor’s records
show that the value of propertics along the Burke-Gillman Trail increased by 151.82% between
1979 and 1997 (an 18 year period), properties uphill from the trail increased 407.33% for the
same petiod, and properties 3 blocks away, mainly in a comuercial section, increased by 222.22%. .

King County total land asscssments for the period 1979-97 increased by 773.19%.

So, as you can see, property values along trails simply do not keep pace.

Can the County afford to police? Can we afford the loss in property values?

I hope you will give careful consideration to what you have leamed. I know it's different
from what you’ve been told. Flease review the handouts. -

Thank you for listening.

And, now, Mr.Szalla will talk about property rights under the Constitution.



“While no one can say there’ll never be any instance of criminal activily

on the Genesce Valley Greenway, experience with greenways all across

the nation indicates that typically, when an abandoned rail bed is converted

to a public, muti-use trail, incidents of crime and vandalisin decrease. The

rail bed is no longer a place where people can go to hang out or dump trash
because there is too great a possibility that they will be discovered. Battiers

are being erected so that unauthorized vehicles will not be able to gain access

to the trail. The Rails to Trails Conservancy recommends that the way to
minitnize critme on trails is (o ensure that users exercise proper safely precautions,
keep the trail well maintained, and boost trail use.”

“A 1998 Rails to Trails Conservancy national survey of 372 rail trail managers

and 12 law enforcement agents compared reports of major and minor crimes

on rail trails to the national average for these types of crites in urban, suburban,
and rural settings. In all cases the crime rates on trails were found to be very low
when cornpared to the national crime rate. Only eleven or three percent of the trails
surveyed reporied experiencing any type of major crime. Oaly one-fourth of the
rail trail managers reporied any type of minor crime such as grafliti or littering,.
Letters from law enforcement oflicials indicated that such incidents were minitmal.”

11 trails out of 372 (or 3%) reported experiencing any type of major crime.

I have here 80 pages of newspaper articles on trail crimes around the country. The first 8
pages cite 21 major crimes in 7 states.

Now one of the reasons for the discrepancy could be just a maltter of bookkeeping.
Incident Reports call for addresses and trails do not have addresses. Another reason could be the
reluctance on the part of law enforcement officials to admit they have a problem with crime.

This is from a report dated 1998:

“The CTPS (Central Transportation Planning Study - Massachusetis)

feasibility study provided reports from the Adington and Lexington police
chiefs that crime was a minor issue on the Minuteman Bikeway The conunittee
followed up with the chiefs for additional information. While the Aslington
Police Chief said that specific information about crime on the rail trail was not-

available, the police records provided a cotnputer printout of 376 trail-related
crimes over the past five years.”

Crime on the Pueblo County Area Trails System was significant enough for the Sheriff’s

Department to issue 3 pages of guidelines for protecting yourself while on their Trails System.
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Meeting Minutes 12/15/99
Present: L. Dibble, C. lessup, R. Yanda, D. Sinton. D. Foster, C. (Duke} Ackley. G. Bufera. K. Hollis. R. Hollis. K. Stuck. R Klein. M.
Perkins. S. Mvers-Ex Qfficio

Excused: R Golas

Absent: Ken Skinner, D. Harnis Ji. R. Backer, E. Kraynm

Guests: Assistant County Altorney - Tom Miner; NYS DEC - Wayne Cooper and Ron Abraham; Friends of the Genesee Valley

Greenway - Frances Gotesik: Canaseraga Creek Water Shed Steering Comumitiee ~ Kevin Mahany. Gary Gilbert. Patty
Register Nobles. Catherine Kenyon, C. Allen Philips, Town of Hume Delegation — Avis Wilmont, Donna Brown. T:m

‘ Beardsley, Fhillip Main, Marilyn Main. Fhilip Szalla; Legislators E. Sherman. B. Dibble

Location: Frank Williams Room - -\Hee,m\' &,ouuty Office Bwldm& Belmont, New York.

Officially Received via Richard Klein; Town of Cuba requests for Flanning Board review for a zoning change and a speLnl s

» preroul.

- Call to Order: The meeting was called to order al 7:30 FAM by Chairman R. Hollis.

. Minutes: On amotion by C. {Duke} ackley and seconded by K. Hollis, the minutes of the November 17, 1999, meeting were

accepted as corvected. K Hollis noted that the correction in 9.4, shotild read [. Boardman.”

3. Correspondence;

A Chatrman R. Hollis noted that he had sent a letter to County Legislator Alton Sylor, Chair of the Fublic Works Conraittee re:
amending the solid waste law.

B. Chairman Hollis reported that he had received a letter of resignation from the Flanning Board from D. Fleming of Scio.

C. Chairman Hollis reported on sending a copy of the DOT letter ye: Corridoy study for the extension of routes 4085 and 242 fo
Senatfor MeCee.

4. Old Business: Amended By-laws: Motion was made by G. Butera and seconded by R, Yanda that the Secretarv of the Flanning
Board is authorized to sign all papers necessary for fhe adoption of the amended by-laws that will then be forwarded fo the
Planning and Development Conunitiee. Mofion carried unanimously.

5. Guest Delegations;

A Genesee Valley Greemway Marilvn AMain, spokesperson for the Town of Hume presented their objections fo the Greenway. 4
copy of her remarks is appended to these minutes. Fhil Szolla, spokesman from the Town of Willing. presented his ideas on
property rights under the constitution and read a portion of Section 18 Deparfment of the Budget Report on reversionary
rights of property owners. Most of these remarks referred to the River Trail (WAG) from Wellsville to the PA border. \Wayne
Cooper, DEC représentative then replied that he wished to address the issues as follows.

1.} Issues concerning the WAG Trail don't exist on the Greenway properties with possibly one exception

2.} Fran Gotesik, Executive Director of the FOGVG commented on property values and explained the partnership between thie
DEC, OFRHT and the Friends of the Genesee Valley Greenway. She also promised o supply the Planning Board with
copies of studies done re: crime, property values, vandalism, ete. as well as other information form the Rails to Tranls
Conservancy. Ms. Gotesik made other remarks on the general environment of the Genesee Valley Greesmway and noted
hat northern portions of the trail have been open for eight years with no serious crimes and wo great degree of frouble
or vandalism. Sone arrests have been maide for drinking and some sigtis have been used for fargets (;1100!1113) and one

sate has been removed repeatedly.

3.} Ren Abraham DEC forester spoke as a member of an active volunteer group and adjoining landovwner m the New Hudson
area. He reported that there had been a major problem with durping on the Trail until 2 major cleanup was carr ted
out. Tons of garbage have beet; removed. Since there hias been an active presence on the Trail, dumping has ceased.

4.) . Hollis reported on a meeting with the State Police based in Fillmove. On Monday through Thursday mights. there is ne
State Police presence during the third shift. There ave two (2} forest rangers and one conservation otficer i the -
northern part of the county.

3.J Avis Wilmont spoke on the liability question and asked if recreation is going to replace farmland. She asked for an EIS.
and an economic impact study. She also noted that there is no police protection and there is a basic ownership question
re: RGand E. She also stated that the Town of Genesee Falls will officialiy object fo the Trail,

6.] Wayne Cooper, DEC, stated that he had the tille and deed information at his Qlean Office.

7.} Ron Abraham noted that the origtnal canal deeds ave in the Belmont Court House.

8.] A question was asked on how long has the Greenway been )({ operating. Ms. Gotesik explained that various segments
have been opened since 1992

9.} Discussion then ensued on how brush was removed and vegetation clearad in order fo create an open path on fhe rail bed

B. Canaseraga Creek Watershed Sieering Committes; was introduced by Legislator Bill Dibble whe then explained that
they are working on a Master Flan: Vision for {he Future for the Towns of Burnis and Grove and the Village of Canaseraga.

Canaseraga Mayor Fhilips stated that the committee wanls fo generate interest in developing the area. A letter hasbeen sent
to all properly owners and residents, they are developing an Infernet page. and hope to promote growth for the area.

Problems noted include very little employment, a steadly declinie in fax revenues and a steady rise 11: taxes. There has been
some discussion on sewer de\'elopment down Route 70 from the Town of Grove (Swain) fo the \" illage of Canaseraga. Mayor

Philips corunented that the goals are known but how to achieve them is not known. Coalition building is taking place.

atiendance at meetinbs has been good - more than was expected except at the last meeting (possibly due fo the holidayst and

that a newsletler - “Canaseraga Creek Crier” - has been starfed. They would like to §ill the empty buildings and noled-that
grant writing msight is needed. Kevin Mahany spoke on the formation of a snowmobile club, a garden cluls. the newsletter
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staff and the fact that they had received a grant from the NYS Flanming Federation. They hope fo promote economic growlih
and tourism. In developing the Master Flan, they will need assistance. Areas to be considered include recreation facilities.
open space, future developments of the area, etc. There 1s consideration on forming a sub-committee to work with the
consultant. An interest was voiced on the reasons for the vacant buildings. Answer included aging owners and buildings
plus the fact that there is very little land near the buildings. Business is hindered by the lack of sewers. M. Ferkins suggested
looking for funds from the Environmental Bond Act. They have met with Catharine Rees and can readily see the need for a
consultant. Mayor Fhilips noted that they nieed to get this accomplished in a reasonable length of time — possibly 5 vears. He
also nofed that the support and enthusiasm is there. Chairman Hollis stated that the Flanning Board would work with fheir
sroup and would put together a sub-commitiee for this purpose probably ai our February meeiing.
6. Reports:

A Legislator S. Myers was complimented for her work on the [-56 designation. A copy of the Buffalo News Article on same was
made available courtesy of G. Butera.

B. Guide for Local Officials: Chairman Hollis read his hwo letters — one to local officials and one fo be sent to libraries. These
will e mailed atter January 1. 2000, after new officials take office.

C. Annual January Dinner_ Dinner Committee Chair, G. Butera, reported that the dinmer will be held at Moonwinks on January
19, 2000, and will include a slide program by County Historian Craig Braack. Cost is $15.00 including gratuity. no tax
applicable. The deadline for reservations is January 12, 2000. The guest list will include County Legislafors and guests. our
State Assembly and Senate representatives or their designee, Congressman Houghiton and Department Heads. On a motion by
R. Stuck and seconded by R. Yanda, G. Butera’s report and dinner plans were endorsed and accepied unanimously.

D. K. Dirlam reported on the 1-86 statewide benefit study. The draft report projects that if the road improvements are done in &
vears, that 1-56 will bring in $2.2 billion in the next 20 vears. The final report is due on January 15. 2000.

E. Nominating Committee: D. Ackley reported that the Nominating Committee has met and will be ready with their report tm
the Annual Dinner meeting.

F. Zoning Change: RKlein reported on the Cuba Village zoning change for the Old Acme building area. They wish to rezone the
area from a light industrial area into a general business area. A general business designation is more restrictive. Cuba's
sewage plant was enlarged a few vears ago and has plenty of capacity for water and sewage. Motion to accept this change
with no negative comments was made by R. Stuck and seconded by M. Ferkins. Motion was carried unanimously with F.
Klein abstaing.

G. Special Use Fermit: R Klein then reported on a request for a special use permit proposed by the Fresbyterian Church. They
wish fo either remove two residences or remove one residence and move the second one in order fo build a parking lot. In
arder ta do this, a special us permit, pursuant to Article 12-B- 239 of the General Municipal Law is required. R. Klein noted
that if the second option is adopted that it will save a building and keep it on the fax roll. Cuba’s Master Flan recognizes that
need for parking. A public hearing will be held in fwo or three weeks. Negative impact nofed from SEQR. A mofion fo
accept this proposal with not negative comments was made by K. Hollis and seconded by D). Sinton. Notion was carried
unanimously with R. Klein abstaning,.

7. Other Business:

A. C. Jessup noted that the Flanning Board will be asked for if's recommencdlations with for or against the Genesee Valley
Greenmway based on econornic dev: elopment or fourism issues. If was suggested that we asks Livingston County admcent
landowners for their comments. G. Butera commented that there are two issues — landownershup and unpacts. S. Myers
stated that they never owned the land but have used it as their own. K. Dirlam reported that the Department of State and the
DEC are lookmg at the legal issues. Liability is not considered a big issue under NYS Law. Mrs. Main was concernted alout
hunting. Guns are allowed by shooting from the Trail is not allowed. The issue of snowmcbiles going down Main St. in
Fillmore was raised. S. Myers commented that snowmobiles will not be allowed in some areas. The:e will be some areas for
walking only and some areas will be handicapped accessible. M. Perkins noted some non- moterized uses. R Stuck
commented that once you open it {o molorized use-there is no stopping them.

8. Adjournment: On a motion from C. {Duke) Ackley, and seconded by C. Jessup, the meeting was adiourned at 235 FAL

Respectiully submuttedl.

Zoe 2 Dbl

Lee Dibble. Secretary
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Address to Allegany County Planning Board
12/15/1999

I would like what I have to say recorded in the Secretary’s minutes. Thank you.
My name is Marilyn Main and I'm with the Genesee Valley Concemned Citizens. We are a
group opposed to the development of of the Genesee Valley Greenway and WAG (River) Trails.
We are opposed on the grounds that appropriation by the State of our lands to facilitate
these trails is a violation of our Constitutional right to own property and that that property cannot
be taken away from us without due process of law and just compensation. Mr. Szalla will address
this issue later.
We are opposed because experience has shown a high incidence of crime occutring on
trails and on propetrties contiguous to trails.
We are opposed because adjacent property will be devalued.
I have read the literature made available in our local library by Greenway proponents.
Under the Section “Frequently asked Questions”, #1 asks: “Will anyone really use this
greenway? 7/ Too) Sreqprond e L0
“According to Newsweek, June 9, 1997, the two outdoor pastimes that will gtow
the fastest between now and the year 2050 are bird watching and walking, two
activities that can easily be pursued on the Genesee Valley Greenway Trail. The
only pastime projected to grow faster than the increase in population is bird
watching (projected to grow by 58.5% compared to an estimated population increase
of 53.9%.) Walking is estimated to grow by 52.2%, compared to golf and tennis
that are projected to increase by only 29.7 and 27.2%, respectively.”
Now, trail users represent less than 1/10th of 1% of the entire population. Or, only one
person in a thousand is a trail user. So, increases of over 50% are hardly significant when applied

to trails.

Question 3 asks: “What about crime and vandalism?” The response is:




It reads: “The threat is the same as you would encounter elsewhere, though you are much
more isolated, and more easily preyed upon.”

Crimes mentioned are: murder, rape, robbery, assault, gang activity, crime among or
perpetuated by the homeless, thefl, & shooting guns in populated areas.

The Genesee Valley Greenway when originally proposed was to be a hiking and biking
trail. 1t’s use has been extended to include such special interest groups as snowmobilers aiwd
hunters.

A multipurpose trail is inherently dangeroﬁs - eventually it becoines necessary to police
these trails and that responsibility generally falls to the local communities,

Crime along the Butke-Gillinan Trail near Seattle, Washington got so bad that King
County had to institute 24 hour bicycle patrols.

Crime also has a negative imnpact on property values: King County Assessor’s records
show that the value of propertics along the Burke-Gillman Trail increased by 151.82% between
1979 and 1997 (an 18 year period), properties uphill from the trail increased 407.33% for the
same period, and properties 3 blocks away, mainly in a comunercial section, increased by 222.22%. 4

King County total land assessments for the period 1979-97 increased by 773.19%.

So, as you can see, properly values along trails simply do not keep pace.

Can the County afford to police? Can we afford the loss in property values?

I hope you will give careful consideration to what you have learned. 1know it’s different
from what you’ve been told. Flease review the handouts.

Thank you for listening.

And, now, Mr.Szalla will talk about property rights under the Constitution.



“While no one can say there’ll never be any instance of criminal activity

on the Genesee Valley Greenway, experience with greenways all across

the nation indicates that typically, when an abandoned rail bed is converted

to a public, muti-use trail, incidents of crime and vandalisin decrease. The

rail bed is no longer a place where people can go to hang out ar dump trash
because there is too great a possibility that they will be discovered. Barriers

are being erected so that unauthorized vehicles will not be able to gain access

to the trail. The Rails to Trails Conservancy recommends that the way to
minimize crime on trails is to ensure that users exercise proper safety precautions,
keep the trail well maintained, and boost trail use.”

“A 1998 Rails to Trails Conservancy national survey of 372 rail trail managers

and 12 law enforcement agents compared reports of major and minor crimes

on rail trails to the national average for these types of crimes in urban, suburban,
and rural settings. In all cases the crime rates on trails were found to be very low
when compared to the national crime rate. Only eleven or three percent of the trails
surveyed. reported experiencing any type of major crime. Only one-fourth of the
rail trail managers reported any type of minor crime such as grafliti or littering,
Letters from law enforcement officials indicated that such incidents were minimal.”

11 trails out of 372 (or 3%) reported experiencing any type of major crime.

I have here 80 pages of newspaper articles on trail crimes around the country. The first 8
pages cite 21 major critnes in 7 states.

Now one of the reasons for the discrepancy could be just a matter of bookkeeping.
Incident Reports call for addresses and trails do not have addresses. Another reason could be the
reluctance on the part of law enforcement officials to admit they have a problem with crime.

This is from a report dated 1998:

“The CTPS (Central Transportation Planning Study - Massachusetts)

feasibility study provided reports from the Arlington and Lexington police
chiefs that critne was a minor issue on the Minuteman Bikeway The commillee
followed up with the chiefs for additional information. While the Arlington
Police Chief said that specific information about crime on the rail trail was not

available, the police records provided a compuler printout of 376 trail-refated
crimes over the past five years.”

Crime on the Pueblo County Area Trails System was significant enough for the Sheriff’s

y  Department to issue 3 pages of guidelines for protecting yourself while on their Trails System.





